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dditional information on the appropriate content for the various fields can be found by 
referring to the ANZLIC Metadata Profile Guidelines available for download at 
http://www.anzlic.org.au/publications.html
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Introduction 

There are four different ways to create a metadata record using the ANZMet Lite tool. 

When starting the tool there are two options available by default. These are: 

1. New Parent Metadata File and 

2. New Unlinked Metadata 

A third method of creating a metadata record is by selecting a resource for which a 

metadata record is to be created. This will activate a new button to create  

3. New Linked Metadata 

The final method of creating a record is by selecting the button 

4. Clone From…  

This becomes active once a resource has been selected and prompts the user to 

browse to an existing metadata (XML) record. The contents of the selected record are 

copied to the new record, which then can be modified as required. 

This section describes how to create a New Parent Metadata File. 

 

CREATING A NEW PARENT METADATA RECORD  

A Parent Metadata file is one to which other metadata files in a package can be linked. 

An example might be a metadata file for the 1:25000 topographic mapping series. Each 

map sheet in the series might have its own metadata record with all of them being 

linked back to the parent file that describes the general properties of the collection. [a 

further example would be: Parent Metadata Record – Car Brands; subsequent 

metadata records – Ford, Holden, Mercedes, Saab, Suzuki etc.] 
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Multi Layered Parent Files 

Parent metadata files can be “stacked”. A metadata record for a series can be the 

parent of a metadata record for a dataset that in turn can be the parent metadata record 

for an attribute. 

Selecting the New Parent Metadata File button brings up a screen, which requires the 

user to define the name of and location for the Metadata file. The Name of the file 

should be carefully considered. It doesn’t help with metadata searches if the files are 

named Test1.xml, Test2.xml etc. 

When typing the name of the parent file into the text box remember to add the ‘.xml’ 

extension if it is not there, as the tool does not assume this.  
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Selecting the Browse… button will open a Windows Explorer-like environment where 
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the user can select the directory in which the file is to be stored. Depending on the 

business’ filing practices you might consider saving the parent file one level up from the 

associated dependant files. 

Selecting OK will move you to the Dataset Properties screen. Because you have 

elected to create a parent record the settings are predefined so this screen simply says: 

‘No selections are required here.’ 

 

Move to the next screen by clicking the Next > button, which will open the About the 

MET screen [see chapter 4], or by making a selection from the Navigation Panel.  
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Introduction 

Remember [Ref Chapter 5] that there are four ways of creating a metadata record 

depending on your requirements: 

1. New Parent Metadata File and 

2. New Unlinked Metadata 

3. New Linked Metadata 

4. Clone From… 

This section describes how to create a New Unlinked Metadata File. 

 

CREATING A NEW UNLINKED METADATA RECORD 

An unlinked metadata file is a file that is independent of the resource it describes (that 

is: it is not linked to, or necessarily stored with, the resource it describes). This option 

can be used to document resources that are not immediately accessible to the officer 

creating the record or to define metadata to guide the collection of a resource. 

Selecting the New Unlinked Metadata File button brings up a screen, which requires 

the user to define the name of, and location for the Metadata file. The Name of the file 

should be carefully considered. It doesn’t help with metadata searches if the files are 

named Test1.xml, Test2.xml etc. 

When typing the name of the file into the text box remember to add the ‘.xml’ 

extension as the tool does not assume this. 
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Selecting the Browse… button will open a Windows Explorer environment where the 

user can select the directory in which the file is to be stored. Depending on the 

business’ filing practices you might consider saving the unlinked metadata file in a 

directory specifically assigned for the storage of these records. 

 

Selecting OK will move you to the Dataset Properties screen where you can set the 

basic parameters of the resource being documented.  
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Dataset Properties 

 

The default settings on the Dataset properties screen assume that: 

 The resource is NOT to be linked to a parent record 

 The resource is a Dataset 

These settings can be changed on this screen.  
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	The amount of information in these tips varies from screen to screen. 
	More specific information can be accessed by referring to the ANZLIC Metadata Profile Short User Guide for the ANZMet Lite on www.anzlic.org.au/metadata or by reference to the ISO 19115 standard.


