




c.	 Enterprise level metadata management tool. 
This application is the most sophisticated of the 
three, and will provide a web-based enterprise 
level metadata entry, management and query 
tool. The application is based on the BlueNet16 
version of the GeoNetwork open source software; 
and will be suitable for larger organisations that 
have the technical capacity to support it and an 
extensive number of spatial resources to manage.

Plain language metadata guidelines

Plain language metadata guidelines are being 
developed to supplement the basic metadata 
collection tool. This will complement products  

16	 The BlueNet Project is an initiative—funded by the Australian 
Government and led by the University of Tasmania—to 
establish an Australian Marine Science Data Network. One 
component being developed as part of this project is the 
Metadata Entry and Search Tool. Source: BlueNet website; 
<http://www.bluenet.org.au/>, viewed 14 April 2009.

already developed by ANZLIC, and will provide  
a plain language description of the metadata 
elements that ANZLIC recommends to be completed 
to provide a basic description of spatial resources.

Education and outreach program

An education and outreach program is being developed 
to promote the new metadata products and provide 
the necessary training in the use of these products. 
Development of the program was well advanced by 
the end of 2008.

Part of the training program will include guidance on 
the need for, and benefits of, metadata; including a 
cost benefit explanation for senior managers. Other 
parts of the program will cover topics such as which 
metadata products best matches the business needs 
of a particular organisation, the costs and benefits of 
documenting and using metadata, and looking at the 
value of structured versus unstructured metadata. There 
are also plans to develop a ‘How To’ manual for use 

ap
find reality
nearm
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with the basic metadata collection tool. It is anticipated 
that the education program will be released in the 
second half of 2009.

Collaboration with other metadata communities

The SRDaAPWG is working closely with a number  
of organisations to maximise results with minimum 
duplication of effort.

a.	 ANZLIC Spatial Resources Discovery and 
Access Program Steering Committee. OSDM 
chaired this committee and ensured that work 
undertaken for the Australian Government by the 
SDMG Spatial Resource Discovery and Access 
Program Working Group was closely aligned with 
the ANZLIC Program.

b.	 National Archives of Australia. The AGLS 
metadata standard is currently being updated and 
OSDM facilitated meetings between representatives 
from the National Archives of Australia and 
Geoscience Australia to ensure the mapping 
between the AGLS metadata standard and  
the ANZLIC Metadata Profile were aligned in 	
readiness for the release of the new version of 
AGLS. The National Archives of Australia is also 
intending to leverage off the education program 
being developed by the SDMG Spatial Resource 
Discovery and Access Program Working Group.

c.	 Australian Government Information Management 
Office (AGIMO), located in the Department of 
Finance and Deregulation, expressed an interest 
in how the ANZLIC Metadata Profile could be 
used to support the Australian Government Online 
Service Point (AGOSP). OSDM is continuing 
discussions with AGIMO on this matter.

d.	 Australian Bureau of Statistics is monitoring 
the various metadata activities underway and 
intends to adopt relevant aspects of the program 
for their internal purposes.

OSDM is also coordinating activities with a number of 
Australian Government agencies and some academic 
and research organisations that are implementing 
GeoNetwork.

5.5	 Maritime Boundaries Working Group
The Maritime Boundaries Working Group (MBWG)
was reconvened in 2008 to review the Guidelines 
for Describing Maritime Boundaries (version 1.0, 
December 2006). Work was undertaken out-of-
session to update legal and spatial references.  
A revised version of the Guidelines is due to be 
finalised and published in 2009.
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6	 Future directions
The Spatial Data Management Group (SDMG) will be 
faced with a range of new issues in 2009. The growing 
use of spatial technologies across many areas of the 
Australian Government will increase the requirements 
for improved coordination and collaboration. The 
demand for spatial resources arising from the use  
of new technologies, such as Google Earth, is also 
changing the community’s expectations and this will 
further drive the use of spatial technologies in many 
government interactions with its constituents. The 
Australian Government Online Service Point Program17 

17	 Australian Government Online Service Point ( AGOSP) 
Program, Department of Finance and Deregulation, Australian 
Government Information Management Office, viewed 9 April 
2009, <http://www.finance.gov.au/e-government/service-
improvement-and-delivery/agosp.html>. 

is one of many capabilities under development that 
will use spatial technologies to improve government 
services to the public.

Additionally, responding to the many significant national 
issues such as social inclusion, health, water security, 
and climate change will drive the need to enhance 
existing spatial capabilities or develop new ones. The 
SDMG will be required to provide a much broader range 
of support for these existing and new activities. In 
addressing these growing needs, the SDMG will focus 
on a range of common issues; including standards 
development, interoperability, spatial infrastructures 
(including web-based services), and data quality.
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Appendix A

SDMG and Working Groups 2008

Committee: 	 Spatial Data Management Group
Established: 	 2001
Meetings in 2008: 	 3
Chair:	� Geoscience Australia  

(Dr Chris Pigram, Deputy CEO)
Secretariat:	 Office of Spatial Data Management

Membership: 	 Agency (represented by)
Attorney-General’s Department (Mark Carpenter)
Australian Antarctic Division (Kim Finney)
Australian Bureau of Statistics (Denis Farrell)
Australian Crime Commission (Trent White)
Australian Electoral Commission (Tim Pickering)
Australian eResearch Infrastructure Council (Dr Rhys Francis)
Australian Federal Police (John Hahn)
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (John Garvey)
Australian Government Solicitors (Philip Crisp)
Australian Hydrographic Service,  
Royal Australian Navy (Commodore Rod Nairn)
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (Phil Anderson)
Australian Institute of Marine Science (Mark Rehbein)
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (Lyn Murray)
Bureau of Meteorology (Philip Tannenbaum)
Centrelink (Greg Evans)
CSIRO Information Management and Technology 
(Tracey Hind)
CSIRO Land and Water (Dr Stuart Minchin)
Department of Defence (Commander James Crouch18)

18	 Commander Len Gordon has since replaced Commander 
James Crouch.

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
(Margaret Allan)
Department of Broadband, Communications  
and the Digital Economy (Mia Garlick)
Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations (Tony Hunter)
Department of Families, Housing, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs (Andrew Smailes)
Department of Finance and Deregulation, Australian 
Government Information Management Office  
(Liz Marchant)
Department of Health and Ageing (Paul Palisi)
Department of Human Services (Peter Robertson)
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government (Gary Dolman)
Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and 
Research (Michael Green)
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage  
and the Arts (Sally Troy)
Department of Veterans’ Affairs  
(Richard Barrington-Knight)
Directorate of Oceanography and Meteorology 
(Commander Andrew McCrindell19)
Emergency Management Australia (Roger Lye)
Geoscience Australia (Glenn Ashe)
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (Sharon King)
Murray-Darling Basin Commission20 (Stephen Sunderland)
National Land and Water Resources Audit (Blair Wood21)
National Library of Australia (Martin Woods)
National Native Title Tribunal (Peter Bowen)

19	 Commander Robert Woodham has since replaced 
Commander Andrew McCrindell.

20	 The Murray-Darling Basin Authority assumed responsibility 
for the Murray-Darling Basin Commission in December 2008.

21	 Until 30 June 2008 when NLWRA ceased operations.
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Committee:	� Spatial Resource Discovery and 
Access Program Working Group22

Established:	 2004

Meetings in 2008:	 1

Chair & Secretariat:	 Office of Spatial Data Management

Agencies represented:	

Attorney-General’s Department 

Australian Antarctic Division

Australian Bureau of Statistics

Australian Federal Police

Australian Government Natural Resource 
Management Joint Team 

Australian Hydrographic Service, Royal Australian Navy

Australian Institute of Marine Science

Bureau of Meteorology

Centrelink

CSIRO Exploration and Mining 

CSIRO ICT Centre 

CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research 

CSIRO Sustainable Environments 

22	 The Spatial Resource Discovery and Access Program Working 
Group was previously known as the Metadata Working Group. 
The name change reflects the expanded focus of this group.

Defence Science and Technology Organisation

Defence Support Group

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

Department of Defence

Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations

Department of Health and Ageing

Department of Human Services

Department of Infrastructure, Transport,  
Regional Development and Local Government

Department of the Environment, Water,  
Heritage and the Arts

Directorate of Oceanography and Meteorology

Geoscience Australia

Indigenous Land Corporation

Land and Water Australia

Murray-Darling Basin Commission

National Archives of Australia

National Library of Australia

National Native Title Tribunal
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Committee:	� Indigenous Communities 
Working Group

Established:	 2008

Meetings: 	 2

Chair:	� Department of Families, Housing, 
Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs

Secretariat:	 Office of Spatial Data Management

Agencies represented:	

Australian Bureau of Statistics

Australian Institute of Criminology

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Centrelink

Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations

Department of Families, Housing, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs

Department of Health and Ageing

Department of Human Services

Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government

Geoscience Australia

Indigenous Land Corporation

National Native Title Tribunal

Committee:	� Creative Commons Licensing 
Working Group

Established:	 2008

Meetings: 	 2

Chair & secretariat:	 Office of Spatial Data Management

Agencies represented:	

Attorney-General’s Department

Australian Bureau of Statistics

Australian Hydrographic Service, Royal Australian Navy

Australian Institute of Marine Science

Bureau of Meteorology

CSIRO Legal

Department of Families, Housing,  
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs

Department of Finance and Deregulation, Australian 
Government Information Management Office

Department of Infrastructure, Transport,  
Regional Development and Local Government

Department of the Environment, Water,  
Heritage and the Arts

Geoscience Australia

Land and Water Australia

Murray-Darling Basin Commission
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Committee:	� Maritime Boundaries  
Working Group

Established:	 2008

Meetings: 	 Nil (work undertaken out-of-session)

Chair:	 Geoscience Australia

Secretariat:	 Office of Spatial Data Management

Representation:	

Attorney-General’s Department

Australian Fisheries Management Authority

Australian Hydrographic Service, Royal Australian Navy

Department of the Environment, Water,  
Heritage and the Arts

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Office of International Law

Office of Legislative Drafting and Publishing

Office of Parliamentary Counsel

Australian Government Spatial Data Activities 2008: A report of the Spatial Data Management Group  25



Appendix B

Representation on other committees and projects

Committee / project Host 
organisation

Role (focus)

ANZLIC—the Spatial Information Council ANZLIC Member & Contact Officer (National 
– spatial strategy and coordination)

Australian Government Online Service Point (AGOSP) Project AGIMO Advisor (Australian Government 
– spatially enabling government)

Australian Government Space Forum DIISR Member (Australian Government 
– space capability coordination)

Australian Government Spatial Information for National Security (AGSINS) 
Working Group

AGD Member (Australian Government  
– national security)

Australian Government Statistical Forum ABS Member (Australian Government  
– statistical information coordination)

Canberra Institute of Technology Spatial Information Program 
Reference Group 

CIT Member (Academia  
– skills development)

Council of Capital Cities Lord Mayors Cities Issues Working Group CCCLM Member 
(Local government – infrastructure)

Working Group on a whole-of-government approach to access to and 
use of Government Information

AGD Member (Australian Government  
– access to public sector information)

National Address Management Framework (NAMF) Project Control Board AGIMO Member (National – address coordination)

National Data Network (NDN) ABS Member (Australian Government  
– statistical information coordination)

National Spatial Information for National Security (NSINS) Working Group AGD Member (National – national security)

National Summit on Workforce Development in the Spatial Information 
Industry in Australia

SEAC Attendee (National – spatial skills 
development)

PSMA Australia Limited Board of Directors PSMA Director (National – spatial data)

Spatial Information Services Stack (SISS) Project Steering Committee NCRIS Member (National – spatial capabilities 
development supporting research)

Victorian Spatial Council DSE Member (State government  
– spatial strategy and coordination)
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Appendix C

OSDM events 2008
Event:	 Open Access to Public Sector Information

Type:	 one full day seminar

Date:	 8 March 2008

Web:	� http://www.osdm.gov.au/Events/182.aspx 
(inc. presentations)

Program:	� Welcome and introduction 
Dr Chris Pigram, Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer, Geoscience Australia

	� The Web 2.0 Landscape:  
Access as a Driver of Innovation 
Prof Brian Fitzgerald,  
Queensland University of Technology

	� The Policy Framework: What is being 
done in other parts of the World? 
Prof Anne Fitzgerald,  
Queensland University of Technology

	� European Perspectives on Public  
Sector Information Reuse 
Chris Corbin, Analyst ePSIplus,  
United Kingdom

	� United Kingdom Agenda for  
Public Sector Information 
Carol Tullo, Director, Office of Public 
Sector Information, United Kingdom

	 New Zealand Policy on Information Access 
	� Keitha Booth, Senior Advisor, State 

Services Commission, New Zealand

	� The Policy Framework:  
an Australian Perspective 
Neale Hooper, Principal Lawyer, Office  
of Economic and Statistical Research, 
Queensland Treasury

	� An Overview of the Emerging Principles 
Prof Anne Fitzgerald,  
Queensland University of Technology

	� What do we know about what is known  
in Australia? Sharing information through 
the National Statistical Service 
Susan Linacre, Deputy Australian 
Statistician, Australian Bureau of Statistics

	 The OSDM Experience 
	� Ben Searle, General Manager,  

Office of Spatial Data Management

	� The Government Information  
Licensing Framework 
Dr John Cook, Senior Statistician,  
Office of Economic and Statistical 
Research, Queensland Treasury
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Event:	� PSMA Australia LYNX2 Data 
Management Project Workshops

Type:	 two half-day workshops

Date:	 23 July 2008

Web:	 http://www.osdm.gov.au/Events/204.aspx 

Background:	� PSMA Australia Limited, a company 
owned by all Australian Governments, 
has developed an award winning spatial 
data management system called LYNX 
to enhance the management and the 
quality of Australia’s suite of national 
spatial information datasets. The 
datasets are used to create electronic 
mapping information and products.

	� LYNX2, presently under development, 
builds on the success of LYNX and 
integrates the layers of spatial data, 
sourced from Australia’s governments, 

within a secure, distributed, online 
environment. It uses leading edge 
information technology to improve  
the movement of spatial data between 
suppliers, data managers and clients.  
It provides greater interaction, quality 
assurance and more client-driven services.

	� The architecture of LYNX2 will provide a 
spatial data infrastructure to participating 
organisations.

Presenters:	� representatives from PSMA Australia 
Limited and Geomatic Technologies
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Appendix D

Glossary
ABS	 Australian Bureau of Statistics

AGD	 Attorney-General’s Department 

AGIMO	� Department of Finance and Deregulation 
Australian Government Information 
Management Organisation

AGOSP	� Australian Government Online  
Service Point

ANDS	 Australian National Data Service

ANZLIC	� ANZLIC – the Spatial Information Council 
(formerly known as Australia New 
Zealand Land Information Council)

ANZsi	� Australian and New Zealand spatial 
infrastructure: the spatial marketplace

ASDD	 Australian Spatial Data Directory

ASIBA	� Australian Spatial Information Business 
Association

CCau	 Creative Commons Australia

CCCLM	 Council of Capital City Lord Mayors

CCLWG	� SDMG Creative Commons Licensing 
Working Group

CIT	 Canberra Institute of Technology

CRCSI	� Cooperative Research Centre for 
Spatial Information

CSIRO	� Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation

DIISR	� Department of Innovation, Industry, 
Science and Research 

DSE	� Victorian Government Department  
of Sustainability and Environment

GA	 Geoscience Australia

GILF	� Queensland Government Information 
Licensing Framework

GITA	� Geospatial Information and Technology 
Association – Australia & New Zealand

ICSM	� Intergovernmental Committee on 
Surveying and Mapping

ICWG	� SDMG Indigenous Communities 
Working Group

ISO	� International Organization for 
Standardization

LYNX	� an information management 
infrastructure developed by PSMA

MBWG	� SDMG Maritime Boundaries Working 
Group

NAMF	� National Address Management 
Framework

NCRIS	� National Collaborative Research 
Infrastructure Strategy

NEDF	 National Elevation Data Framework

NGILF	� National Government Information 
Licensing Framework
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NGISS	� National Government Information 
Sharing Strategy

NMRWG	� SDMG National Mapping 
Requirements Working Group

OCC	� Council of Australian Governments’ 
Online and Communications Council

OGC	 Open Geospatial Consortium, Inc.

OSDM	 Office of Spatial Data Management

PSMA	� PSMA Australia Limited 
(formerly known as Public Sector 
Mapping Agencies)

SDMG	 Spatial Data Management Group

SDPE	 Spatial Data Policy Executive

SEAC	 Spatial Education Advisory Committee

SISS	� Spatial Information Services Stack

SRDaAPWG	� SDMG Spatial Resource Discovery 
and Access Program Working Group 
(formerly known as Metadata Working 
Group)

SSI	� Spatial Sciences Institute
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Appendix E

Contacting OSDM
Street:	� Corner Jerrabomberra Avenue  

& Hindmarsh Drive 
Symonston ACT 2609

Post:	� GPO Box 378 
Canberra ACT 2601

Email:	 info@osdm.gov.au

Website:	 www.osdm.gov.au

Phone:	� Ben Searle 
General Manager 
02 6249 9298 

	� John Weaver 
Manager 
02 6249 9590

	� Jenny Bone 
Executive Officer 
02 6249 9694

	� Margie Smith 
Project Officer 
02 6249 9270
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